What is The Catholic Church ?

The True Church - Identifying the Church

"He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built." - Luke 6:48

"And I tell you that you are Peter (rock) and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it." - Matthew 16:18

The Catholic Church is the only Church that goes back in history to its founder, Jesus Christ, around the year AD 33. Catholic simply means "universal," as in, "the Church for all people," and this term, "Catholic" was first recorded in writing by St Ignatius in the first century. All other Christian churches have split off from this original Church at some point in time. The first split occured in 1054 at the Great Schism, and the other major splits occured in the 1500's during the Reformation. Since this time, the Church has been refered to as the "Roman Catholic" Church by the other churches. Some churches, especially modern ones, have been formed out of the prior splits, and this pattern continues.
"The Church is hidden from no one for it is the Catholic Church itself which is therefore called universal in Greek because it is spread throughout the entire world. It is not allowed to anyone not to know this Church for which reason, according to the word of Jesus Christ, it is not possible that it be hidden. There are many other things which keep me in the bosom of the Catholic Church -- the unanimity of peoples and nations keeps me here, her authority, inaugurated in miracles, nourished by hope, augmented by love and confirmed by her age, keeps me here. The succession of priests from the very seat of the Apostle Peter up to the present episcopate keeps me here and last, the very name of Catholic, which not without reason belongs to this Church alone in the face of so many heretics, so much so that although all heretics want to be called Catholic, when a stranger inquires where a Catholic Church meets, not one of the heretics would dare point out his own basilica or meeting place..."

-St. Augustine, Circa AD 400 
Even without the historical facts, we can look to the Scriptures to identify the true Church founded by Jesus Christ, which tells us that the true Church has clear markings to identify it...

The Church is Universal 
   
Jesus' Church is called "Catholic", meaning universal in Greek, because it is God's gift to all people. He told His Apostles to go throughout the world and make disciples of "all nations." 
"Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." - Matthew 28:18-19

"Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature." - Mark 16:15

"Worthy are you to receive the scroll and to break open its seals, for you were slain and with your blood you purchased for God those from every tribe and tongue, people and nation." - Revelation 5:9
The Church is Visible 

So, the Church is meant to include all people, but this does not mean that all believers make up what is known as the Catholic Church. In other words, the Church is not an invisible, transcendent entity encompassing all generic believers, because the Church must be a visible institution.
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden." - Matthew 5:14

"I confer a kingdom on you, just as my Father has conferred one on me, that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom; and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel." - Luke 22:29-30

"You made them a kingdom and priests for our God, and they will reign on earth" - Revelation 5:10
The Church Has One Mind

Not only must the Church be visible, it must have one mind. An invisible Church encompassing all believers with many different interpretations of the Bible does not have one mind.
"Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste, and no town or house divided against itself will stand." - Matthew 12:25

"I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd." - John 10:16

"One body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all." - Ephesians 4:5-6

I urge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose. - 1 Corinthians 1:10

"If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing." - Philippians 2:1-2 "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." - Romans 15:5-6

"I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you loved me." - John 17:20-23

"For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit." - 1 Corinthians 12:13

"But God has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to a part that is without it, so that there may be no division in the body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one another. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share its joy." - 1 Corinthians 12:24-36

"For as in one body we have many parts, and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ 3 and individually parts of one another." - Romans 12:4-5 "And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one body." - Colossians 3:15
The Church Has One Leader

From the beginning of the Church, there has always been one human leader to guide the flock as Christ's representative shepherd on earth. The current Pope is the direct descendent of the first leader of the Church, Peter.
"And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." - Matthew 16:18-19
"I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd." - John 10:16

"He said to him the third time: Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he had said to him the third time: Lovest thou me? And he said to him: Lord, thou knowest all things: thou knowest that I love thee. He said to him: Feed my sheep." - John 21:17

"Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed that your own faith may not fail; and once you have turned back, you must strengthen your brothers." - Luke 22:31-32

"During those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers." - Acts 1:15
The Church is Apostolic

The Church Jesus founded is Apostolic because he appointed the Apostles to be the first leaders of the Church, and their successors were to be its future leaders. The Apostles were the first Bishops, and, since the first century, there has been an unbroken line of Catholic Bishops faithfully handing on what the Apostles taught the first Christians in Scripture and Tradition.
"It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you." - John 15:16

"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you". And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy Spirit." - John 20:21

"And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ" - Ephesians 4:11-12

"This saying is trustworthy: whoever aspires to the office of bishop desires a noble task." - 1 Timothy 3:1

"Thus those who serve well as deacons gain good standing and much confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus." - 1 Timothy 3:13

"Presbyters who preside well deserve double honor, especially those who toil in preaching and teaching." - 1 Timothy 5:17

"For this reason I left you in Crete so that you might set right what remains to be done and appoint presbyters in every town." - Titus 1:5
"From Miletus he had the presbyters of the church at Ephesus summoned." - Acts 20:17

"Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood." - Acts 20:28

"Some people God has designated in the church to be, first, apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues." - 1 Corinthians 12:28

"Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the holy ones in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the overseers and ministers." - Philippians 1:1

"You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this apostolic ministry from which Judas turned away to go to his own place." - Acts 1:25-15
The Church is Authoritative

The Church speaks with the authority of God as given it by Jesus Christ. The Church has the power to teach, discipline, legislate, forgive sins, and offer sacrifice.
"And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." - Matthew 16:18-19

"Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me." - Luke 10:16

"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that 'every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector." - Matthew 18:15-17

"And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained." - John 22:22-23

"For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." - 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

"Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." - Matthew 18:18
The Church is Infallible

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide His Church until the end of time. This doesn't mean that all believers are guided in truth, only the leaders of the Church which needs this guidance in order to exercise the authority given to them by God.
"And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." - Matthew 18:20

"But if I should be delayed, you should know how to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth." - 1 Timothy 3:15

"But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth." - John 16:13

"Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me." - Luke 10:16

"As for you, the anointing that you received from him remains in you, so that you do not need anyone to teach you. But his anointing teaches you about everything and is true and not false; just as it taught you, remain in him." - 1 John 2:27

"So we are sending Judas and Silas who will also convey this same message by word of mouth: 'It is the decision of the holy Spirit and of us not to place on you any burden beyond these necessities, namely, to abstain from meat sacrificed to idols, from blood, from meats of strangled animals, and from unlawful marriage. If you keep free of these, you will be doing what is right." - Acts 15:27-19

"And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you." - John 14:16-17
The Church Is Holy

By his grace Jesus makes the Church holy, just as He is holy. This doesn't mean that each member is always holy. Jesus said there would be both good and bad members in the Church, and that not all the members would go to heaven. But the Church itself is Holy because it is the guardian of the special means of grace Jesus established, which are the Sacraments.
"And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it." - Matthew 16:18

"What if some were unfaithful? Will their infidelity nullify the fidelity of God? Of course not!" - Romans 3:3-4

"Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath of water with the word, that he might present to himself the church in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish." - Ephesians5:25-27

"The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not practice." Matthew 3:2-3

"Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory. For the wedding day of the Lamb has come, his bride has made herself ready. She was allowed to wear a bright, clean linen garment." - Revelation 19:7-8
