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PAST CHAIRMAN OF HOLY CROSS BOARD PROTESTS 

HONORARY DEGREE TO CHRIS MATTHEWS

OBJECTION BASED ON MATTHEWS PRO-CHOICE POSITION

URGES OTHERS TO JOIN IN OBJECTING TO ADMINSTRATION
Charles E. F. Millard, past Chairman of the College of The Holy Cross Board of Trustees, issued a release today outlining his opposition to the college’s proposal to award an honorary degree to author and commentator Chris Matthews. Specifically, Millard objects to what he describes as Matthews’ public expressions of his pro-choice position. Millard released a packet of materials compiled of letters from him to the Trustees on March 14, March 27, March 31 and April 2. The March 14 letter included a copy of the College Position on Abortion. The March 27 letter included a copy of the current Jesuit publication “Standing for the Unborn.”
Millard describes Matthews as being “publicly pro-choice” in direct contradiction of the teaching of the Church, the College and the Jesuits. He expressed his disappointment in the lack of response from the administration and the Board and said, I am far more dismayed at the honorary degree proposal. I pray that the Trustees will do the right thing. I proposed a compromise which seems fair to all. I have received no response. Fr. McFarland and his fellow trustees have a unique opportunity to “Stand for the Unborn” and affirm the teaching of the Church, the Society of Jesus and the College. Failure to do so would be a stark repudiation of the right to life.”

Millard went on, “I am making this public announcement very reluctantly because I do not like to embarrass the college; unfortunately, I feel I have no alternative given the silence of the administration and the Board, but most important, given the significance of the college’s pro-life principles !  I urge alumni and others who agree to so inform the administration.”

Millard, a 1954 graduate of Holy Cross, was chairman of the Board from 1977 to 1982 and was deeply involved in board activity for 30 years. He served as Chairman of the Campaign for Holy Cross (1989-1994). He received an honorary degree in 1999 and is scheduled to receive the College’s “In Hoc Signo Vinces” award this spring. His eight children are all Holy Cross graduates.

Matthews, a 1967 graduate, is a well-known author and commentator. He is the host of “Hardball” on MSNBC and “The Chris Matthews Show” on Sunday morning. His most recent book is “Now Let Me Tell You What I Really Think.” He has been a significant participant in the college’s current campaign “Lift High the Cross.” He delivered the Hanify Howland Lecture in 1998.

Charles E. F. Millard Holy Cross Summary

•
College of The Holy Cross Graduate 1954, AB

•
Two brother graduates: James, ‘42, Daniel ‘47 (namesake for Millard Art Center)

•
Eight children graduates: Marylou ‘78, Charles, Jr. ‘79, Chris 80, Maureen ‘82, Meg ‘84, Suzie ‘86 , Kathy ‘88, Greg ‘93

•
Sponsor, Will Jenks, Chair

•
Trustee 1973-2000 and Executive Committee (periodic statutory “off years”)

•
Board Chairman, 1977-1 982

•
Chairman, Campaign for Holy Cross, 1989-1 994

•
Numerous Alumni Fund Citations

•
Member, two recent Presidential Search Committees

•
Honorary Degree 1999, LHD

•
Selected as 2003 Recipient of “In Hoc Signo” award to be presented at 6/03 Reunion
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