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tight, umbrellas pratact fam-
‘jiy and friends from the rain,
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Goliege of tha Moly Cross
graduates, above, make
thelr way to Fitton Field for
yesterday's outdoar com-
mencemeant caramony. At

‘Hardball’ host
hails HC grads

Demonstrators stage protest

By Emilie Astell -
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WORCESTER — MSNBC'e
Chrla Matthews doesn't blame
Blshop Daniet P, Rellly for refus-

~ing to attend the 157th com-

mencement at the College of the
Holy Cross yesterday becawse of
Mr. Matthews’ abortion righta
stance, saying the head of the
Catholic Diocese here has the
right t0 maka that declislon,

But in a split-second turna-
round, Mr. Matthews, of "'"Hard-
ball" fame, smilingly reminded
reporters’ during an Interview
that in 2000, he and the bishop
shared the same stage at the
Anna Maria College commence-

.ment in Paxton whore Mr.

Matthews wagz the featured

B Commencement and
graduation lisls, PaGE s

speaker,

“¥ou figure,” he said, answer-
ing a reporter's question con-
cerning the Mehop's boyeott. 1
like Bishop Reilly."”

The bishop announced on
Waednesday that he would not at-
tend commencement because of
Mr. Matthews' suppart of abor-
tion righis. This was the second
tima the blshop has refused to
altend a Cathollc college's com-
mencement In his eight-vear
tanure hera,

In 1999, he declined an invita-

Turm ta Cammeneamant/Back Faga

Commencement at HC

Commencameant/fiom Page Ona

' tion to Assumption College be-
tguae the featured speaker, Lt
Gov. Jane M. Swift, supported
abortion rights.

“I cannot let my presence
imply support for anything less
than the protection of all 1ife at
all its stages,” the bishop said in

_ a statement earller this week
outlining his declslon concern-
ing Holy Cross.

Daspite the bishop's absence
and a group of two dozen anti-
abortion protesters who dem-
onstvated outside the college
campus, Mr. Matthews told re-
potters after the ceremmony that
he was not offended by the pro-
tests, saying he would be
surprised if there were none.

1 accept the teaching of the
Catholic Church,” he said.

He iz alzo commencement
spegker tomorrow. at the Unl-
versity of Scranton. Blshop
James Timlin has declined to
attend that ceremony, saying
Mr. Matthews holds & vlew on
abortton that is contracy to
Catholle moral law,

The contraversy did not sesimn
{0 bother parents and relatives
whe walted patiently for com-
mencement to begin yesterday
at Holy Cross,

Robert Butler, of Monticetlo,
M_Y., gaid he i& not fond of Mr.
Matthews or his politics, but
"' very much a free-speech
advoeate. He has the right to
voice his opinlons. That's the
pingle thing that makes this
country great.”

Mr. Matthews adiressed 697
graduates and their families
pathered for the outdooyr cera-

. mony at Fitton Field,

He enilined rules for success,
emphaslzing getting involved
in the game at hand, asking for
gsomething you really want and
following hunches,

“Ifyou want to play a game, go
to where it's plaved,” he said.

Mr. Matthews, class of '67,
mentloned best-selling author
Joe MeGinnizs, whose works
include “Faial Visiom” and
*The Selling of the President,”
as one of his herpes. Mr.

MeGinniss, a Holy Crosg gradu-
ate and a reporter for the Tele-
gram & Gazette In 196485, had
the city tmzzing when he was a
colmmnist for The Philadelphia
Ingulrer,

“MeGinnisg was so hot in
Philly that radic talik shows
would atart the morning off
taumting the audience with
*What did you think of McGin-
niss this morning,'' Mr.
Maithews sald. “Now. that's
hardball,”

His speech mads no mention
of his position on abortion, al-
though he discuseed the issue
when he met with TV and print
reporters.

Deciding to have an abortion
isa personal dacislon allowed in
a free soclety, he sald, although
he emphasized that ha supports
limiting the number and fre-
quency of ahortlons,

Mr. Matthews' abortion
stance and his choice as com-
mencement speaker kicked off a

- controversy that started in

Aprll when alumnus and for-

mer Board of Trustees Chair-

man Charles E.F, Millard criti-
cized the Rev. Michael C.
McFarland, president of Holy
Crosa, for inviting the TV host.
My, Millard, class of B4, sénta
letter to the college asking that
Holy Cross distance itself from
Mr. Matthews by adding a care-
fully worded disclaimer to the
honorary depree he received
yestarday. College officlals
refused. ‘

Mr. Millard, who received an

_honorary degrea from the col-

lege In 1998, also sent letters to
alumni asking for support on
the issne.

The disputa continued yes-
terduy a5 protestors held pla-
cards expressing thelr displeas.
ute as they stood along Cullege

. Btreet.

Laurie Letourneau, of the Lifi
Action League of Massachu-
gotts, said Catholic students at-
tending Holy Cross “don't hava
a ¢Jue” about the controversy

over Mr, Matthews or whother

they are attending a Catholic
school.

i-
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Chiis Matthaws right, watches yesterday 3 sommencement at tha
Collage of the Holy Gross with D Michaal Colling, chalrman of the

school's board of trustees,

Sheheldasign thatread "Rev.
McFarland supports sbortion.”

After having a few curse
worda hurled at her by passers-
by, ahe said, she realized people
were not outraged over Mr.
Matthewe speaking at com-
mencemant, .
; "They don't know and they
didn't seem to care,” she said.

Shawas also crifical of the two
other honorary degree recipi-

ents, Irls Cantor, proeident of -
the 1Trls and B, Geraid Cantor -
‘Foundation, and Cardinal

Avery Dulles, 8.1, the first
American theologlan to ba
named to the College of Cardl-
nals and the first Ameriean Je-
suit to become & cardinal,

Ms, Letourneau sald abor-
thong are done st medical pan:
ters supported by the Cantor
 Foundation. She sald Cardinal
' Dutles showld not have atiended
when there were abortion
rights supporters receiving
honorary degrees. ‘

VictorJ. Malfa, classof 57 and
a8 Shrewsbury businessman,
earller organized a Holy Cross
chapter of the Cardinal New-
man Society working toretnrna
Catholic identity to Holy Cross.

“There's a disconnect," ho
sald, *‘between what they

. should be learning abou; Cath-

" olie teaching and a soelaty that
allows abortion.”

The local graduates ave,

BACHELOR OF ARTE

Ashby: Robert &, LeBlang.

Auburn: Michaed . Maher, .

Charlton: Jennifer A. Luukko, Pntduiu 2.
Luukke and Panisll M. Wilmet.

Llintan: Jawod G Gonnora.

Dudiey: Erin E, Hylka, -

Fltchburg: Anra Hohos,

Qrattan: Timothy £, Holahan** wad Rhiar-

e P, Myers.
Holdin: 'S, Peter G, Bok™ and Mugan E

Hubbardaston: Danlel M, Conti*.
I.nomimhr Tiaku N. Dickey and John 5,

Mlll'nrd WﬂllamJ Amuw-:h Laura M.
Claramicel, Timothy M. Hoppe* and
Chriatina M. Toachas,

Millbury: Mengen A, Caresfdta and Michaal
R. Evanowakl

Milivilla: Magan M. Corilan.
Narthbridga: {sa M. Kompa.

Oxford:; Clintan F, Boaker.

Putpiam; Amanda M. Comler,
Bhrmsburv LnumE Batbmh ﬁﬂz‘lmﬁ
Ig':tg:y Katla M. Parly" and Jannifar M,

Sutton: iy T Nagy.
Townsend: Dougias B, Howgate',

. Wnllbnm Andrew M. Flyriri and Brircifard

5. Wagn
Want Bnyillnn Meghan £, Bamy Al
Abla Ra),

Worsaslar: Heclor 0. Cordero-Reyos
Brian P. Coupghlin, Julls A Crowley, M
ohael J. Qrandone, Kaltm M. Hannen,
huan T. Huynh, Knta K. Mack, Ana E.
Meriaty, Collesn A, O'Gonnor, Goomnyla
Fanagictopoulos® ard Hatmea P, Wilson,

* denotes cum laude

** denatea magna cum lude

= denotes dutima cum laude
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